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equipped to support herself in honest employment. It
is only fair to state that this deficiency is fully realized
by many matrons and superintendents and is a cause
of grave concern to them; the omission is probably due
to the very real difficulty of deciding upon suitable
and practicable subjects for instruction, to lack of
time, lack of funds, and lack of knowledge as to how
expert advice and assistance can be obtained.

Here again is a very useful task for a central
co-ordinating body.

Special difficulties affecting this problem of voca-
tional training are several. There is an unwillingness
to co-operate noticeable among the Homes and a certain
amount of sectarian feeling; there are rules that forbid
girls to attend outside classes; in some Homes there
are small numbers all requiring instruction in different
subjects. The difficulty connected with the mental
capacity of the girls is here again met with, although
the experience at different Voluntary Homes and
Agencies differs materially according to the type of
girl dealt with. In some cases, for instance, girls
have been found incapable of learning even the
simplest kinds of needlework; others have been
trained into skilled needlewomen able to produce very
artistic and beautiful work. For girls of the former
type the farm colonies or industrial homes suggested
earlier appear to be the only hopeful solution.

At least one experimental scheme for providing
vocational training has been attempted in the past, but
this failed to develop owing to shortage of funds. In
any future scheme special care will need to be exercised
to concentrate upon really practical subjects only;
external trade and economic conditions need to be
carefully studied before any new venture is made.
For example, it is useless for a Home in London
to start a glove-making industry with the idea of
providing instruction in this trade. There is a vast
mass of such factory (piece-work) trades, where quick